Garage Conversions

From Ordinary to Spectacular

Stefani McMurrey, western hat designer and
owner of SMartHats_ com, needed more space.
Starting a home-based business and building it for
three years left McMurrey with one huge problem
- the need to expand.

Situation

Mchurrey's business began as a typical kitchen
project, bat soon grew inta a full-ime business. With
hats numbering in the hundreds and creative supplies
such as tiaras, feathers and paint illing multple boxes,
the custom hat business began laking over. First, avery
inch of the dining room was filled, and then tha living
room, the extra bedroom and finally the kitchen stove
became a file cabinet.

Father than moving her business, she wanted 1o
keep working oul of her home. As she says, "Sometimes
you're just more efficient working in swesatpants, orin
Lthe middle of the night.”

Realizing that her business should stay at har
home, McMurrey toak inventory of her home. Her
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“Peopie think of a home addition before they think
of a garage conversion,” says Mchurmey. "l thought
convarsions were only for tools and car enthusiasts.”

Project - Converting a garage into a showroom

McMurrey set up a consultation with the a garage
organization company. The company visited her home,
discussed her goals and put together drawings for the
garage.

Fleasantly surprised by the drawings, she moved
ahead. The drawings indicated that, in the converted
garage, she could display all of her hats, not just keep
them in storage boxes. Racks, shehmes and wall hooks
were included in the plan for her hat display.

The plan doubled her work and storage capacity. "Li
maost paopde, | think of storage horizontally. Many garag
conversion companies also think of storage vertically,
using kots of wall space,” zays McMurrey.

The two-car garage soon bacame a one-car garage
with a showroom. The drywsall in the garage was a
mess. With a few repairs, the flat wall went up and the
ook of the garage bagan to change. Next, the ceiling
was painted white (o match the flat wall paneling. And,
finally the storage shelves were placed at eye-level,
drawers and hooks were installed, and racks and storag
containers were organized.

thrae-badroom home with two-car garage seamed to be
shrinking. She needed to separate her living area from
her work area. She needed a creative place for designing
and a storage area for her hats, tools and accessories.

In January 2004, McMumay attended a women's
networking meeting and listened to a preseniation by a

garage organization company about converting a garage As additional services, McMurrey opted to have the

into 2 usable workspace. The idea sounded intriguing. garage cleaned out and organized for her. Plus, she
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